
Guidelines for covering plants during times of cold weather 

Handling freeze on our landscapes will vary. Each property (or home) is different may some structures provide 

protection from the freezing winds and provide radiant heat keeping plants warm during the drop in temperature 

while other sites seem to virtual wind tunnels adding stress to an already bad situation for the plants. Listed 

below is some guide lines. 

Freeze Temperatures Description ad Guide 

Covering plant material at temperatures between 39-30 with freeze cloth or covering can be effective. 

Prolonged exposure at temperatures of 28 degrees and below will notice protection results diminish with each 

degree dropped. When temperatures drop below 28 degrees for an extended period of time. There will be 

foliage and vascular damage to the plant material even with freeze cloth this damage can happen. 

The classification of freeze temperatures is usually based on their effect on plants, with the following 

commonly accepted categories: 

 Light freeze:

29/28 degrees F to 32 degrees F 

Tropical can be plants killed, with little destructive effect on native 

vegetation. Most Tropical material should be covered. 

Covering recommended 

Example of material that should be covered : Hibiscus, Ginger, Arboricola, 

Pygmy Date Palms and Crotons etc..... 
Example of material that should not need to be covered: Knock out Roses, 

Cattail Bulbine, Viburnum, Podocarpus, and Boxwoods etc.... 

 Moderate freeze:

25 degrees F to 28 degrees F 

Widely destructive effect on most vegetation, with heavy damage to fruit 

blossoms and tender and semi hardy plants 

Covering not recommended 



 Severe freeze:

24 degrees F and colder 

Damage to most plant material 
Covering not recommended 

Plants can always be covered but it is important to weigh the cost of the replacing the plant 

material with a cold hardy variety and the cost of covering and un-covering during the 

winter season. 

Fertilizing 

Building up the nutrients in the soil during the winter is vitally important. The Turf and 

Shrubs slowly take these up during the winter and store them for use in the recovery process 

in spring time. 

Pruning 

It is recommended to wait until spring growth resumes cutting back cold damaged plants. If you 

cut them back now, you may cut off much more than you need to remove. Also, the leaves and 

branches which have been killed sometimes give a little insulation against further cold damage. 

Even if the stems show no green at all and appear to be killed all the way back to the ground, 

it’s best to leave to protect new growth that may emerge in the spring. 

It’s best to be patient now and wait until spring. This isn’t South Florida and our tropical plants 

don’t grow year-round here. But be patient, and many of them will come back in late spring. 




